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"Well, he is my friend, too, and / esteem and
love him ; and that is the very reason why I should
like to discuss him. Nothing that either you or
I could say would make me love him less ; but
I wish to understand him. I have a very clear
impression of him, and I have no doubt you have
a very clear impression too ; yet we should pro-
bably differ about him in many points, and I
should like to see what light you could throw
upon his character." My companion said: " No ;
it is inconsistent with my idea of loyalty to
criticise my friends. Besides, you know I am
an old-fashioned person, and I disapprove of
criticising people altogether. I think it is a viola-
tion of the ninth commandment; I do not think
we are justified in bearing false witness against
our neighbour,"
" But you beg the question," I said, " by saying
'false witness.' I quite agree that to discuss people
in a malicious spirit, or in a spirit of mockery,
with the intention of exaggerating their faults and
making a grotesque picture of their foibles, is
wrong. But two just persons, such as you and
I are, may surely talk over our friends, in what
Mr. Chadband called a spirit of loveV My com-
panion shook his head. " No," he said, " I think